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(3) For the purposes of this section, "vessel" means any watercraft
used or capable of being used as a means of tri. ",portation on the water,
other than a seaplane.

(4) For the purpose of this section, "vessel operator" means a person
who is in actual physical control of a vessel.

(5) A violation of this section is a misdemeanor, punishable by up to
ninety days in jail and by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars. In
addition, the court may order the defendant to pay restitution for any dam-
ages or injuries resulting from the offense.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 1990.
NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. If any provision of this act or its application

to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act or
the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not
affected.

Passed the House March 7, 1990.
Passed the Senate March 6, 1990.
Approved by the Governor March 28, 1990.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State March 28, 1990.

CHAPTER 232
[Substitute House Bill No. 2463J

VEHICLE REGISTRATION RECORDS RELEASE

AN ACT Relating to release of vehicle registrati,- ords; amending RCW 46.12.380;
adding a new section to chapter 46.12 RCW; creating a section; and prescribing penalties.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes the extraordinary

value of the vehicle title and registration records for law enforcement and
commerce within the state. The legislature also recognizes that indiscrimi-
nate release of the vehicle owner information to be an infringement upon
the rights of the owner and can subject owners to intrusions on their priva-
cy. The purpose of this act is to limit the release of vehicle owners' names
and addresses while maintaining the availability of the vehicle records for
the purposes of law enforcement and commerce.

Sec. 2. Section 2, chapter 241, Laws of 1984 as amended by section 1,
chapter 299, Laws of 1987 and RCW 46.12.380 are each amended to read
as follows:

(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter 42.17 RCW, the name
or address of an individual vehicle owner shall not be released by the de-
partment, county auditor, or ((othe, public agency .ALptL up ,- written i
quest,)) agency or firm authorized by the department except under the
following circumstances:
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(a) The requesting party is a business entity that requests the informa-
tion for use in the course of business;

(b) The request is a written request that is signed by the person re-
questing disclosure((,-stating-thei)) that contains the full legal name and
address of the requesting party, that specifies the purpose for which the in-
formation will be used; and

(c) The requesting party enters into a disclosure agreement with the
department in which the party promises that the party will use the infor-
mation only for the purpose stated in the request for the information; and
that the party does not intend to use, or facilitate the use of, the informa-
tion for the purpose of making any unsolicited business contact with a per-
son named in the disclosed information. The term "unsolicited business
contact" means a contact that is intended to result in, or promote, the sale
of any goods or services to a person named in the disclosed information. The
term does not apply to situations where the requesting party and such per-
son have been involved in a business transaction prior to the date of the
disclosure request and where the request is made in connection with the
transaction.

(2) The disclosing entity shall retain the request for disclosure ((is-it-
sef a pulic record, Ls t tLL ie.t;i and copying , aid shaIl l b.eai
by t. ds.cl... agency)) for ((two)) three years.

((Notceht su h .... .... ..... ... equet .............. .....l be sent

and add1 ess of tlae personz eqiuesting dicot

Tlis sta sal..l not .apply to per..sons who suii... request dl... ..

Occupation.))
(3) Whenever the disclosing entity grants a request for information

under this section by an attorney or private investigator, the disclosing enti-
ty shall provide notice to the vehicle owner, to whom the information ap-
plies, that the request has been granted. The notice also shall contain the
name and address of the requesting party.

(4) Any person who is furnished vehicle owner information under this
section shall be responsible for assuring that the information furnished is
not used for a purpose contrary to the agreement between the person and
the department.

(5) This section shall not apply to requests for information by govern-
mental entities or requests that may be granted under any other provision of
this title expressly authorizing the disclosure of the names or addresses of
vehicle owners.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 46.12
RCW to read as follows:
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(1) The department may review the activities of a person who receives
vehicle record information to ensure compliance with the limitations im-
posed on the use of the information. The department shall suspend or re-
voke for up to five years the privilege of obtaining vehicle record
information of a person found to be in violation of chapter 42.17 RCW, this
chapter, or a disclosure agreement executed with the department.

(2) In addition to the penalty in subsection (1) of this section:
(a) The unauthorized disclosure of information from a department ve-

hicle record; or
(b) The use of a false representation to obtain information from the

department's vehicle records; or
(c) The use of information obtained from the department vehicle re-

cords for a purpose other than what is stated in the request for information
or in the disclosure agreement executed with the department; or

(d) The sale or other distribution of any vehicle owner name or address
to another person not disclosed in the request or disclosure agreement
is a gross misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed ten thousand
dollars, or by imprisonment in a county jail not to exceed one year, or by
both such fine and imprisonment for each violation.

Passed the House March 5, 1990.
Passed the Senate March 2, 1990.
Approved by the Governor March 28, 1990.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State March 28, 1990.

CHAPTER 233
[House Bill No. 17241

STATE HIGHWAY DESIGNATION CRITERIA

AN ACT Relating to criteria for designation of state highways; adding a new section to
chapter 47.17 RCW; and creating a new section.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 47.17
RCW to read as follows:

In considering whether to make additions, deletions, or other changes
to the state highway system, the legislature shall be guided by the following
criteria as contained in the Road Jurisdiction Committee Phase I report to
the legislature dated January 1987:

(1) A rural highway route should be designated as a state highway if it
meets any of the following criteria:

(a) Is designated as part of the national system of interstate and de-
fense highways (popularly called the interstate system); or

(b) Is designated as part of the system of numbered United States
routes; or
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